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(University of Kansas) (Nanyang Technological (Nanyang Technological (University of lllinois,
University, Singapore; University, Singapore; Urbana-Champaign)
University of lllinois University of lllinois
at Urbana-Champaign) at Urbana-Champaign)

Shigehiro Oishi

(University of Virginia)




©00000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000¢

Recently there has been a resurgence in the ecological approach to culture,
with a particular emphasis put on socio-ecological factors (e.g. Adams,
Anderson, & Adonu, 2004; Cohen & Nisbett, 1994; QOishi, Lun, & Sherman,
2007; Yamagishi & Yamagishi, 1994; Yuki, et al., 2007). This approach is
genuinely "social-psychological," in the sense that analyses focus on
identifying how characteristics of macro-level social institutions and social
realities logically connect to the psychological processes of people who
reside in these realities. Thus, a socio-ecological approach has high potential
for bridging knowledge and theories in cultural and social psychology. This

symposium brings together researchers who conduct cutting-edge research
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implementing this perspective, and aims to discuss future directions.
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"Heuristics for mate choice"

Traditional views of rational decision making assume that individuals use a few
powerful mechanisms to solve most of the problems they face. But given that
human and animal minds have evolved to be quick and just "good enough" in

environments where information is often costly and difficult to obtain, we should

instead expect individuals to make use of an "adaptive toolbox" of simple, fast
and frugal heuristics that make good decisions with limited information processing.
These heuristics typically ignore most of the available information and rely on only Peter M' TOdd
a few important cues. Yet they make choices that are accurate in their (ﬁ(é?annigvtejrﬁ\fieer;% Program.
appropriate application domains, achieving ecological rationality through their fit

to particular information structures. We have been studying such heuristics in

important adaptive domains such as mate choice, where people may use key

pieces of information to guide their choices, including social information gathered

from other individuals (in a phenomenon known as mate copying). Furthermore,

people may use simple aspiration-level or satisficing heuristics to determine when

to stop searching for mates. In this talk | will describe our general research

framework and our specific investigation of particular heuristics for mate choice,

and how we use novel sources of data such as speed-dating to test for the use

of these heuristics.
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