A social world for therational tail of theemotional dog:
Rolesof moral reasoningin group decison making

Masanori Takezawa, Michaera Gummerum, and MonikaKdler

Abgract

We demondrate that mord reasoning plays an important role in group discussons of mord issues.
Groups of three children (6" or 8"grade) played dictator and ultimatum gamesin the role of proposer
with another group of three children. Before group discussion, individua preferences were measured.
In both games, there was no difference in individud offers between the two age groups. Anayses of
group decison-making processes showed an age difference in the dictator game. Theresults indicate
thet in the 6" grade, individuals making altruistic offers were much less influentia than individuals
meking egoidtic offers. Altruists could not defend their arlguments even when they were in amgority
position. We further found thet the level of mord reasoning was higher in the older age group. All
results were congruent with the hypothess that more advanced mord reasoning is necessary for
defending prosocid arguments againg egoisic aguments that are rationd in terms of profit

maximization.
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