Sapir-Whorf

The Sapir-Whorf hypothesis, which claims that valuable structures of a language
influence cognition, has been examined by a body of empirical research in color memory
and counterfactual thinking. However, its validity is still unclear. This paper argued that
cognition would be affected by routine communicative practices in a culture, not only
structures of alanguage. A review of available evidence showed that communicative ways
differ between cultures; high-contextual communication in the East and low-contextual
communication in the West; This cross-cultural difference was reflected in the nature of
basic cognitive processes, and it has been claimed that people in the West predominantly
pay attention to the object, whereas people in the East primarily pay attention to
contextual cues. In addition, concurrent evidence is available from not only linguistic
tasks, but also non-language-specific tasks. Implications for language, culture, and

cognition are discussed.
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