This dudy invedigates cognitive basis of sdf-effacing behavior among the Japanese. Basad on the view that
«df-effacement among the Japanese to be a form of “ default sef-presentation,”  we predicted that Japanese
f-effacement will disgppear in a Stuation in which correct sdf-evauation is needed. The experiment (n = 110)
condgted of two phases. In phase one, participantstook a“  cognitive ability tes”  that congsted of 20 questions. In
phase two, they were asked to judge if their performance on the test was above or below the average performance
leve in their schoal. In the bonus condition, participants were rewarded for making a correct judgment of ther
performance. In the fixed-reward condition, no reward was provided for making a correct judgment. The results from
experiments 1 and 2, taken together, indicate that salf-effacement observed in the fixed-reward condition disappeared

in the bonus condition.
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