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In an experiment, in which 122 participants played a prisoner’s dilemma game with ingroup members
(Japanese participants) and outgroup members (Audtrdian  participants or Korean participants),
outgroup-favoring rather than ingroup-favoring behavior was observed. Japanese participants were more
cooperative with Australian or Korean participants than with Japanese participants. This result is in sharp
contrast with the result of previous studies that used minimal groups rather than enduring social categories
such as nationdlity, participants exhibited ingroup-favoring behavior. Furthermore, the commonality of
knowledge manipulation that was found to be a necessary condition for ingroup-favoring behavior with
minimal groups (Jin & Yamagishi, 1997) did not have an effect. Implications of this and related findings are

discussed regarding the generalizability of findings of the minimal group experiments.
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