Cultural variation in communicative practices and information processing systems: A review

for experimental evidence

Available cross-cultural evidence was reviewed to determine whether there is any
correspondence between cultural practices in communication and the modes of cognitive
processing. It was concluded that both communicative practices and information processing
are oriented toward verbal content in the West, but they are oriented toward certain contextual
cues in the East. This cross-cultural difference was reliably identified when behavioral
(rather than introspective) measures were examined. Implications for future research and

intercultural communications are discussed.
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