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Forty-four American and 38 Japanese students participated in an experiment in which they
played a repeated verson of bilatera trust game, which we cdl “PD with the choice of
dependence.” American and Japanese participants played the game together in 7- or 8-person
groups. In the no-information condition, they were not informed that some of the group
members were from another country. In the information condition, they were told that about half
of the members are Japanese and the rest are Americans. We examined whether or not people
trust ingroup members more than outgroup members and whether or not they cooperate with
ingroup members more than outgroup members, and found no evidence of ingroup biasin trust
or cooperation. Furthermore, we did not find sgnificant differences in the levels of trust or
cooperation among Americans and among Japanese paticipants. On the other hand, it was
found that American participants were more sengtive to information regarding the past trusting
behavior of their partners when they were deciding whom to trust and whether or not to honor
the partners’ trust than were Japanese participants.
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