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Although norms can potentidly serve useful condructs to underdand human minds, being
fundamentdly socid in evolutionary as wel as culturd senses, there are as yet no usHful
psychologica theories of adaptive norm devdopment.  This paper provides an illudrative model
about how anorm emergesin asociety.  We focus on the "commund-sharing norm™ in primordia
ocieties, a norm designating uncertain resources as common properties to be shared with other
members.  Based on anthropologica findings, we devdop a theory about how the
commund-sharing norm emerges and is mantaned. Then, usng evolutionary computer
smulations, we test severa hypotheses about the conditions under which the norm will dominate
socid resource shaing. We further test behaviord implications of the norm, demondrating thet
uncertainty involved in resource acquistion is a key factor that triggers the psychology of sharing
even in highly indudridlized societies  Findly, we discuss the importance of norm congruct for

andyzing the dynamic rd aionship between mindsand society.
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